MATHEMATICS

the introduction of culture from the West as well as fiotn the
East At this time, the works of Aristotle and Plato were
translated and portions of the Hitopodesa or Fables of Pilpay
were rendered from Sanskrit into Persian. All this means that
some three centuries before the great intellectual ascendancy
of Baghdad, a similar cultivation of learning took place in
Persia under pre-Muhammedan influences. Now the first
definite trace that we have of the introduction of the Hindu
system into Arabia dates from 773 A. D., when an Indian
astronomer visited the Court of Caliph, bringing with him
astronomical tables, which at the Caliph's command were
translated into Arabic by Al-Fazari (vide H. Suter, 'Die
Mathematiker,' pp. 4-5). It is asserted that at the same time,
the King of Kabul offered as a present to the Khaltf
Al'Mansur a beautifully bound copy of Indian Arithmetic.
Al'Mansur's successor, Al'Mamun, had it translated into the
language of Canaan. The Arab and even the Byzantine
historians attributed the invention of Arithmetic to the
Indians* The Arabs again acted as intermediaries in spread-
ing their knowledge of notation to Europe. But at first
the followers of Christianity oppo'sed this introduction. It is
said that in 1299 A. D. (at such a late date!), the use of the
abacus and the Roman figures was prohibited by the
magistrates of Florence (vide M. Thirion, 'Histoire de
I'Arithmetique,' p 132).

For over 500 years, Arabic writers and others continued to
apply to works on Arithmetic, the name "Indian*" The Greek
monk Maximus Planudes, referred to already, writing in the
first half of the I4th century followed the Arabic usage in call-
ing his book, "Indian Arithmetic." There were many oppor-
tunities for the transmission of such knowledge to Europe,
through Spain and Italy. In the first place, the Moors went to
Spain to uphold the cause of a claimant to the throne and
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